
Legalize it!



â€œNow everybody`s talking about the
decriminalization of cannabis and in my opinion,
some people are very confused about what
those who are in favor of it really want.â€•
Chanelle Noir is from Argentine and also a magazine columnist for THC
magazine: the first Argentine informative magazine about cannabis culture.

What is your column about?

ItÂ´s about the classic combination of marijuana and sex. IÂ´ve been writing this column
for almost three years now and it includes many different situations and characters from
prostitutes to schoolboys.  People love this section of THC mag because itÂ´s fun and
unconventional.

How do you feel writing about two very controversial topics such as sex and cannabis?

I have lots of fun. Some people get very upset just to see that these issues are being
discussed. There will always be sensitive subjects, I think. Now everybody`s talking
about the decriminalization of cannabis and in my opinion, some people are very
confused about what those who are in favor of it really want.

Why are you in favor of decriminalizing cannabis in Argentina?

Basically because I think that a drug user is not a criminal and therefore does not
deserve to be treated as such. Statistics show that eight thousand people are imprisoned
every year for possession, out of which 60% share two characteristics: they`re poor and
and they`re young. So if a young person who`s also poor has  already been socially
excluded, a young poor person with a criminal record for possession is twice as
marginal.

What would you respond to people who state that decriminalization will only make
matters worse for everybody?

I think those who are against it fear that it will cause everyone to be â€œhighâ€• all day
long, that the city will be filled with drugged criminals making our lives impossible, people
not being able to work and absolute chaos everywhereâ€¦we donÂ´t know what`s going
to happen, of course; I think that preventing innocent people from going to jail cannot
possibly make matters worse. Besides, this has not been the case in the countries where
drug use has been decriminalized.

Do you think cannabis will be sold in supermarkets after itÂ´s decriminalized?

I hope not. People donÂ´t get their tranquilizers and sleeping pills in supermarkets, so I
donÂ´t think that will ever be the case with cannabis. Decriminalization does not imply
â€œmarijuana available for everybody at all timesâ€•, it just means that people will stop
being tried for possession. Just that.

What  measures should be taken afterwards?

I think after this second step is taken, drug use should be regularized. That includes
where itÂ´s sold, to whom and what requirements should be met in order to get it. Also, I
think the quality should be checked. Once a product is regularized, it goes through
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quality control and I think that will be another great benefit of decriminalization.When you
canÂ´t access to something legally, you resort to the black market, in this case, the
dealers. Since thier products are not controlled by anybody, they can sell you anything or
mix the drugs with other things that make it even more unhealthy.

What should be done with drug users, instead of sending them to prison?

I think they can use some psychological help to find out why they turn to drugs, others
may need some other kind of treatment. I donÂ´t know really. I just know they donÂ´t
need to be judged, tried or mistreated.
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LegalizenlaÂ¿De quÃ© trata tu columna?

Mi columna trata la combinaciÃ³n clÃ¡sica de sexo y marihuana. Hace casi tres aÃ±os
que la escribo e incluye muchas situaciones y personajes diferentes, desde mujeres que
trabajan por dinero hasta chicos que van al colegio. A la gente le encanta esta secciÃ³n
de la revista porque es divertida y poco convencional.

Â¿CÃ³mo te sentÃ­s escribiendo sobre dos temas tan controvertidos como el sexo y la
marihuana?

Me divierto mucho. A algunas personas les pone mal el sÃ³lo hecho de que ciertos
temas se hablen, pero me parece que siempre va a haber tÃ³picos sensibles. Ahora se
estÃ¡ hablando mucho de la despenalizaciÃ³n de la marihuana y creo que hay mucha
confusiÃ³n acerca de lo que realmente deseamos quienes estamos a favor.

Â¿Por quÃ© estÃ¡s a favor de la despenalizaciÃ³n de la marihuana en Argentina?

BÃ¡sicamente porque pienso que un consumidor no es un criminal y por tanto, no
merece ser tratado como tal. Las estadÃ­sticas muestran que ocho mil personas van
presas anualmente por consumir drogas en nuestro paÃ­s, de los cuales el 60% tienen
dos cosas en comÃºn: son jÃ³venes y son pobres. AsÃ­ que si una persona joven que
tambiÃ©n es pobre ya estÃ¡ socialmente excluida, una persona joven y pobre con
antecedentes penales por consumo es doblemente marginal.

Â¿QuÃ© le dirÃ­as a la gente que asegura que la despenalizaciÃ³n sÃ³lo puede
empeorar la situaciÃ³n actual?

Observo que, quienes estÃ¡n en contra tienen miedo de que la despenalizaciÃ³n traiga
un escenario apocalÃ­ptico donde todos estÃ©n drogados  las 24 horas del dÃ­a,
robÃ¡ndole a la gente y nadie pueda trabajar o salir a la calle. No sabemos lo que va a
suceder, pero creo que el hecho de que gente inocente deje de ir presa no puede de
ninguna manera empeorar algo. AdemÃ¡s, sabemos por cierto, que esto no ha sucedido
en los paÃ­ses que ya adoptaron la despenalizaciÃ³n del consumo de marihuana.

Â¿La marihuana se va a comprar en los kioscos en un futuro?

Espero que no. La gente no compra psicofÃ¡rmacos en los kioscos, asÃ­ que no creo
que se llegue a vender droga de esta forma. La despenalizaciÃ³n no implica â€œdrogas
disponibles para todos a toda horaâ€•, sÃ³lo significa que se va a dejar de meter gente
presa por consumo. En principio, no es mÃ¡s que eso.

Â¿QuÃ© medidas crees que deberÃ­an seguir a la despenalizaciÃ³n?

Creo que el segundo paso deberÃ­a ser la regularizaciÃ³n. Esto incluirÃ­a dÃ³nde se
vende, a quiÃ©n y en quÃ© circunstancias. TambiÃ©n creo que deberÃ­a controlarse la
calidad. Cuando no puedes comprar algo legalmente en el mercado, pasas al mercado
negro, en este caso los dealers. Como en este Ãºltimo mercado no hay control de
calidad, se puede vender cualquier cosa o mezclar las drogas con otras sustancias que
la vuelve aÃºn mÃ¡s perjudicial para la salud.

Â¿QuÃ© se deberÃ­a hacer con los consumidores, en vez de enviarlos a la cÃ¡rcel?

Opino que a algunos convendrÃ­a ofrecerles ayuda psicolÃ³gica para analizar quÃ© los
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lleva a necesitar consumir drogas, otros tal vez necesiten otro tipo de tratamiento, no
sÃ© en realidad. Lo Ãºnico que sÃ© es que no necesitan de ninguna manera ser
juzgados, condenados ni maltratados si sus acciones no estÃ¡n infringiendo derechos de
terceros.
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